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Supervisors Unanimously Pass Eviction 
Protections, due to COVID-19
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 The new law accomplishes the following:
 

● Evictions are forbidden for nonpayment of rent resulting from 
COVID-19 anywhere in the county for as long as the state of 
emergency is in force. 

● It creates a grace period of 90 to 180 days after the state of 
emergency ends for renters to get caught up on rent.

● A fund of $3 million (from Measure K funds) is established to 
support individuals, nonprofits and small businesses whose 
survival and well-being are threatened in the coming months.



How did we get here?
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Agenda

● Introductions

● Background
○ Why is housing so expensive around here?

○ “Affordable Housing” definition

○ Activity: Affordable Housing or Market-Rate?

● How much does “affordable housing” cost?

● Do we need to build market-rate housing?

● What Can You Do?
○ Activity: Values Sharing

● Question & Answer
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Background



Introductions

● Name
● Pronouns
● City
● Affiliation (if any)
● In one sentence, what do you like about your commute?
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Our lack of affordable housing is a 
completely predictable result of policy failure.
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Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County (HLC)

● HLC works with communities and their leaders to produce and preserve quality affordable 
homes in San Mateo County.

● Became a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in 2001.

● Our vision: everyone who works in San Mateo County, lives here, wants to live here, or grew up 
here can have a stable place to call home.

● Our campaigns Increase: funding, land, and political leadership for affordable housing

8



Why is Housing so 
Expensive Around Here?



SF Business Times
October 10, 2017

Genentech also has two buildings under 
construction — an eight-story, 
160,000-square-foot office and amenity 
building at 500 East Grand Ave. and five 
buildings on a childcare campus at 342 
Allerton Ave. Both projects are 
scheduled to be completed in 2019.
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Land is Scarce and Expensive

12



Exclusionary Zoning - then

13



Exclusionary Zoning - now
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Local Zoning and Neighborhood 
Opposition

Cupertino, 2018
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“Affordable Housing”
  Definition



What Most People Think Affordable Housing Is

In Cincinnati, Ohio, the average salary is $52,885.

“I wish I could find affordable housing in the Bay Area”
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What We Mean When We Say 
“Affordable Housing”
● Includes public subsidies
● Available to people who qualify based on their income
● Rents based on 30% of income in that income category
● Often includes services 
● Only one person per room (no overcrowding)
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Affordable Housing or 
Market-Rate?
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Results



Who Gets to Live In 
Affordable Housing?



Who Gets to Live in Affordable Housing?
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Who Gets to Live in Affordable Housing?
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Custodian ($43,963/yr)

Teacher ($58,585/yr)Domestic Worker ($18,000/yr)

Baristas ($28,800/yr) Retail workers ($39,000/yr)



Do we Need to Build 
Market-Rate Housing?



Who Lives in Market-Rate Housing?
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Construction manager 
($150,000/year)

Tech workers 
($140,000/year)

Multi-generational families 
(combined income $200,000/year)

Police officers ($90,000/yr) Nurses ($120,000/year)



So…what can you do?



Take Action!

1. Become a Member! 

2. Join the Policy and Strategy Committee (list when you meet)

3. Attend an event
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Recent Wins
● We convinced the Board of Supervisors to pass a County-wide 

eviction moratorium during the COVID-19 crisis

● We convinced the Board of Supervisors to invest $50 million of 
County funds into new affordable homes.

● We support 12,909 new homes in San Mateo County.

● We organize residents to go to planning meetings, to roll back 
exclusionary zoning, and allow cities to build more multi-family 
homes.

● We persuade public agencies to build affordable housing on their 
land. We worked to include affordable housing on the Peninsula 
Health Care District proposal, and ushered in an affordable housing 
policy for Caltrain.
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Become an HLC Member!

● Become part of a larger movement of affordable housing 
advocates.

● Access to member-only events (e.g. HLC Policy Mixer).

● Special networking opportunities with San Mateo County 
businesses, government leadership, and residents.

● A seat at the table! The opportunity to decide on proposals 
and policies in our endorsements & policy committees. 

● Discounted rates for events.

HLC members form our political and financial base and provide the support we need to 
create effective change in our communities. 
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Questions?



Evaluation Form

http://bit.ly/HLCeval
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http://bit.ly/HLCeval


Join us!

Facebook: Housing Leadership Council of San Mateo County
Twitter: hlc_sanmateo
Instagram:  housingsanmateocounty

WWW.HLCSMC.ORG
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